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Empress Wu Zetian, the only female sovereign
who established her own dynasty in Chinese
history, was a great patron of literature, especially
poetry. This talk examines how her rule opened
two-way access from the top of the empire to
the bottom and vice versa; how her powerful
intervention in the contemporary literary scene,
in multiple ways, led to the “golden age of
Chinese poetry” in the eighth century, and

how, paradoxically, her reign also marked the
beginning of the end of court literature as a force
to be reckoned with in the larger cultural sphere.

Join us for this online lecture:

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 30
1:30-9 P.M. EST

Please join us via Zoom by registering
at the URL below or scanning the

QR code at right. Questions can be
directed to ctac@binghamton.edu.

binghamton.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tJcoceuupzkoHdDvsCrBECWY84EnFz30YVHS8
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